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Amdt. Dated June 9, 2004 ^--1^1 a I iW/W 

Reply to Office action of March 22, 2004 ^LLll lAI / ' 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application. No. 

Applicant 

Filed 

TC/A.U. 

Examiner 



09/728,418 Confirmation No. 3843 

Earnest E. Hughes 
November 28, 2000 
2662 

Christopher M. Swickhamer 



Docket No. 003239.P093 
Customer No. 8791 



Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

In response to the Office action of March 22, 2004, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 



Docket No: 003239.P093 



Page 1 of 9 



TVN/tn 
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Blakely Sokoloff Taylor & Zafman LLP 



TblBPHONE: (714)557-3800 



Intellectual Property Law 
12400 Wilshire Boulevard, 7th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90025 



Facsimile Cover Sheet 



Facsimile: (714) 557-3347 

RECEIVED 

©ENTRAL FAX CENTER 

JUN 0 9 2004 



OFFICIAL 



Deliver to: Christopher M. Swickhamer, USPTO 
Facsimile No.: 70^-872*0306 

From: Jh\nh V Ngiiypn, ttft g Nn 49034 



Art Group; 



2662 



Date: Inns 9, 2004 



Our Docket No.: 3239EQa3. 



Number of pages. 



•including this sheet, 



Application No.: 09/728,418 - 
Enclosed are the following documents: 



Filing Date: 11^78/7000 
Docket Due Date(s): fi/77/9004 I 



H Amendment: Response . ( J-pgs) 

□ Appeal Brief (in triplicate) ( pgs) 

□ Application: _ _ — 



□ Issue Fee Transmittal 

□ Notice of Appeal 

□ Petition for _ 



( pgs) w/cover & abstract) 

□ Assignment & Cover Sheet ( pgs) 

E9 Certificate of Eanaimilft — : 



Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) 

Declaration & POA ( pgs) 

Drawings: sheets, : figures 

Extension of Time: 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

H Fee Transmittal (in duplicate) 

□ IDS & PTO/SB/08 ( pgs) 

□ Other 



□ Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

□ Reply Brief ( pgs) 

□ Request & Certification Under 35 USC 122(b)(2)(B)(i) 

□ Request to Rescind Previous Nonpubtication Request 

□ Response to Notice of Missing Parts & Formalities Letter 

□ Response to Written Opinion ( pgs) 

□ Terminal Disclaimer 

□ Transmittal of Publication Fee Due 
B Transmittal Letter 



CERT1FICATEOF MAILING/TRANSMISSION {37 CFRL8A) 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. 



Tu T. Ngi 



0679/2004 



Date 



Confidentiality Note: The documents accompanying this facsimile transmission contain information from the law firm of Blakely, Sokoloff, Taylor 
& Zafman which is confidential or privileged. The information is intended to be for the use of the individual or entity named on this transmission 
sheet. If you are not tne intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this faxed Information is 
prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, please notify us by telephone Immediately so that we can arrange for the retrieval of the 
original documents at no cost to you. 

If you do not receive all the pages, or if there is any difficulty In receiving;, please call: (714) 557-3800 and ask forTu T. Nguyen. 
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TRANSMITTAL FORM 

(to be used for a// correspondence after fnttial Wing) 


A nnllr ntlrLn KJf% 
f\ppilCallun MlOt 


09/728,4 1 o 


Filing Date 


November 28, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Earnest E. Hughes 


Art Unit 


2662 


Examiner Name 


Christopher M. Swickhamer 


Total Number of Pages in This Submission 


12 


Attorney Docket Number 


3239P093 



ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 



P<3 Fee Transmittal Form 
n Fee Attached 

Rl Amendment/ Response 

After Final 
n Arftdavlts/deoiarationfs) 

I I Extension of Time Request 
I I Express Abandonment Request 

Information Disclosure Statement 
|~l PTO/SB/08 

□ Certified Copy of Priohty 
Document^) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

n Basic Filing Fee 

| | Dedaration/POA 

1.52 or 1.53 



n Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
n Petition 

I"™! Petition to Convert a 
1 — 1 Provisional Application 

n Power of Attorney, Revocation 

1 — 1 Change of Correspondence Address 

n Terminal Disclaimer 
n Request for Refund 
□ CD, Number of CD(s) 



Remarks 



□ 



After Allowance Communication 
to Group 



□ Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

□ Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal NofclCB. ertal, Reply Brief) 

I I Proprietary Information 

["1 Status Letter 

[~~| Other Enclosure(s) 
l — 1 (please identify below): 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Thinh V, Nguyen, Reg. No. 42,034 

iLY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR & ZAFMAN LLP 




June 9, 2CTO4 



Signature 



Date 



CERTIFfCATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted via facsimile on the date shown below to the United states Patent and 
Trademark Office. 



Typed or printed name Tu T. Nguyen 



Signature^ 



^2 



rftt&fckgff, Taylor ft * 



Date 



June 9, 2004 



BAtttd CA PTQ/SB/31 (04.44) modified by &&dy, Teyfcr ft 1*1™$* <wlr) 0C/O4/30W 

SEND TO, Commissioner for Patent* P.O. Scot 1450. Alexandria, VA 33313-1450 
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FEE TRANSMITTAL 
for FY 2004 

Effoctive 01A)1/2QO4. Patent (tea en* Gutfctt to $rVHJ3f nwisian. 


Com 


p/efs ft Known * 


Application Numbar 


09/728,418 


Filing Date 


November 28, 2000 


First Named Inventor 


Earnest E. Hughes 


n Applicant daims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 


Examiner Name 


Christopher M. 


TOTAL AMOUNT OF PAYMENT 


($) 


Art Unit 


2662 


Attorney Docket No, 





METHOD OF PAYMENT (check &!I that apply) 



FEE CALCULATION (continued) 



□ Check □ Credit card 
fjj Deposit Account 



PI Money 
u O*r 



□ other □ tone 



3. ADDITIONAL FEES 



Deposit 
Aceeunt 
Number 

Deposit 

Account 
Name 



02-2666 



Blakcly, Sokoloff, Taylor & Zafinan LLP 



The Commteotoiwr Is authorized tot ( enoc* on m*i &ppy) 

PI crurgQfee(a) vacated below Credit any ouefpaymentsi 

B Charge eny fldflliorwl f«(i) tar underpayment or fees as required under 37 
CFR 53 1.18, 1.17, 1.1 8 and 1.30. 
PI Crtenjo fe*(a) inoleatcd below, oxeopt for the fllkia fee 
to the above-Identified dapoGk account 



FEE CALCULATION 



1. BASIC FILING FEE 










Fee Fee 

Code A 


Fee 
Cod* 




eaflMottfaB 


1Q01 T70 


2001 


353 


Utility filing fee 


1002 340 


2002 


170 


Design fling Fee 


iooa sao 


2003 


235 


Plant Ring foo 


1004 770 


2004 




R$i*$ua fllngfeo 


1005 160 


2005 


90 


P rev Ki anal ring fee 






SUBTOTAL (1) £ 



FeePSW 



2. EXTRA CLAIM FEES E 



Tola) Claims 
lonl 



Muttlpto Dependent 



FeeRaJd 



Codo (0 

1202 IB 
1201 BB 

1203 290 

1204 86 

1205 19 



Code A 

2302 9 Otaftu in excesB of 20 

2201 43 independent claims in excesB of 3 

2203 1 45 Multiple Dependent claim, if not pad 

2204 43 ' 4 Rb1bbu9 Independent dafriB over original 



2205 



Law Entity 


5m»» ErttHy 


Fm 


Fto 




Fw 


Codo 


W 


Codo 


ej) 


1051 


iao 


2951 


66 


10S2 


50 


2053 


25 


2063 


100 


2033 


160 


1912 


2,520 


1313 


2*520 


1B04 


920* 


1304 


930* 


1809 


1.840* 


1605 


1,540" 


1251 


110 


23S1 


66 




420 




210 


1253 


960 


2253 


475 


1254 


1.480 


2254 


740 


1255 


2,010 


2255 


1,005 


1404 


330 


2401 


155 


M02 


330 


2402 


165 


1403 


290 


2403 


145 


1451 


1,510 


2451 


1.510 


1*52 


110 


2452 


95 


M53 


1.330 


2453 


866 


1501 


1,330 


2501 


865 


1903 


480 


2502 


240 


1503 


640 


2503 


320 


1450 


130 


2460 


160 


1607 


GO 


1807 


50 


1806 


190 


1808 


160 


8031 


40 


3031 


40 


1809 


770 


1809 


385 


1810 


770 


2310 


355 


1801 


770 


2801 


366 


1602 


800 


1903 


900 



"Reissue claims h excess of 20 and over 
orighsl patent 



Svrenonjo-mto provisional fimgteoor 
cover sheet 



Examiner fiction 



£j&crti(\$r action 



Other fee (specify) 



2451 1.010 Petition to institute j» public use prececong 
Petition to revive * unavoidable 



Utility (roue fee (or reissue) 



Submission of Information Disclosure 61ml 

ReCOrd^Q eeon p^lAnt sjtcijnmcrtt per 
property (times number of properties) 

Ping s submission after M reJeoilOft 
(37 CFR 6, 1. 129(3)) 

For each additional Invention to be 
examined (37 CFR § 1 . 129(0)) 

366 Request for Continued Damnation (RCE) 

Rnqunftl for AxpAdHod Anamination 
of a design application 



FeePaJd 



8UBTOTAL (2) 



' V rtumfiiv ptoviouuy paitf, igroatot, For Ra&woz, too boiow 



V*elxjed by BsBb Fto Fea Fdd 



SUBTOTAL (I) 



rar 



^ SUBMITTED B> 


f Como 


eteMaoDlicablel ^ 


Name (PrintAtoe) 


Thinh V. Nguyen 


Registration A/a 


42,034 


Telephone 


(714) 557-3800 


^ Signature 




Date 


06/09/04 A 



i on PTO/S3/17 (1fr03) as modllled by$ takeWSotokorT, Taylor 6 Zafman (wlr) 02/10y2004. 
SEND TO: Commisftioiw for Rttarte. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313*1450 
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